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DON’T PUT UP WITH DIRTY, SMELLY WATER!DON’T PUT UP WITH DIRTY, SMELLY WATER!
We will solve any /all of your water issues -We will solve any /all of your water issues -

from bacteria to clay and everything in between.from bacteria to clay and everything in between.

GO TITANGO TITAN
for All Your Water Needsfor All Your Water Needs 33 West Street, Walton 

(607) 865-6326

By Lillian Browne

WALTON - In September 2022 
New York legislators passed the 
Ammunition Registration Act, 
a law aimed at enhancing ac-
countability and safety in the sale 
of ammunition. While its inten-
tions were noble, the law has had 
consequences for rural sporting 
stores and gun retailers. 

Dick Giff ord, owner of Giff ord’s 
Sporting Store on Stockton Av-
enue in Walton, says his business 
has been negatively impacted by 
the law.

Th e Ammunition Registration 
Act mandates that all ammuni-
tion transactions be registered 
with the state. Buyers must un-
dergo background checks before 
purchasing ammunition, and all 
sales records are digitally stored 
and monitored. 

Delaware County is known for 
hunting and many residents rely 

on hunting for recreation and 
food.

However, the Ammunition 
Registration Act has thrown a 
wrench into the workings of 
sporting stores and gun retailers, 
including Giff ord’s. According to 
owner Dick Giff ord, the market 
hadn’t recovered from supply 
chain shortages that arose dur-
ing the Covid pandemic when 
the new law went into eff ect. 

First, he said, he was dealing 
with a shortage of ammunition, 
something experienced nation-
wide. Now, he said, he is plagued 
by the wait period required for 
customers to purchase ammuni-
tion. Th e background checks are 
not instantaneous, Giff ord said; 
though they are usually complet-
ed the same day. 

“Th ere are very few instances 
of an ‘instant proceed,’” he said.

However, he continued, that 
doesn’t help when customers 
live outside the area are coming 

to Delaware County to hunt and 
hoping to purchase ammunition 
here. He also has customers, he 
said, that live in Chenango and 
Sullivan counties - which have 
an hour drive-time each way, an-
other clog in commerce. Th e ad-
ditional paperwork, background 
checks, and registration process-
es have deterred some customers 
from making ammunition pur-
chases, Giff ord said.

He understands why the law 
was enacted - in order to pre-
vent gun crimes. However, he 
said, criminals who commit gun 
crimes are typically not obeying 
gun or ammunition laws; and, he 
said, they are not using .22s shot 
shells - among his top sellers. 

“How many terrorist are using 
.22 rounds?” he asks. 

His other top sellers, he said 
are .30-30, .243 and .30-06 caliber 
ammunition, used almost exclu-
sively for big game hunting.

Giff ord also sells handgun 
ammunition - 9 mm is a leading 
seller.

Ammunition sales account for 
a large part of his business, and 
the new law requiring a back-
ground check is costly. He, like all 
other dealers, has passed the ex-
pense onto the customer. A box 
of ammunition that costs $8.95 
will have a $2.50 fee added on the 
for background check, Giff ord 
said.

He is fearful, he said, that the 
“government” is trying to get rid 
of businesses like his. If that hap-
pens, he said, people will lose 
hunting and sporting license 
vendors - another large part of 
Giff ord’s day-to-day operation 
is selling hunting and fi shing li-
censes. 

“We do thousands,” he said. 
In addition to the licenses, he 

also sells camping, archery and 
outdoor recreation equipment 
and accessories. 

“It all goes when we go,” Gif-
ford said.

Th ere are added problems 

with the background checks, Gif-
ford said. It’s hard for his store 
and others to be totally compli-
ant. Th e new law requires retail-
ers that sell ammunition to keep 
all video footage from their store 
and sales, for two years. 

“Th ere is not a system large 
enough to store it,” he said. 

Giff ord, like other business 
owners, have no ill-will toward 
the New York State Police who 
are tasked with ensuring compli-
ance of the regulations, he said. 
“We understand they are just 
doing their jobs. Th e problem 
is with the higher-ups,” he said, 
referring to state legislators, in-
cluding the governor.

He has lost and continues to 
lose customers to the state of 
Pennsylvania, Connecticut and 
Vermont that don’t have the 
strict gun and ammunition laws 

that New York does. Th e com-
petitive disadvantage has further 
squeezed Giff ord’s profi t margin. 
It’s a problem that imperils a de-
cades-old business.

Th e long-term impact of the 
Ammunition Registration Act 
has left many gun and ammuni-
tion dealers like Giff ord with an 
uncertain future. Th e law, en-
acted to enhance public safety 
and accountability in ammuni-
tion sales, fails to strike a bal-
ance between these goals and 
the livelihoods of rural sporting 
stores and gun retailers. Giff ord 
is calling on state law makers to 
fi nd ways to streamline the pro-
cess for responsible buyers while 
maintaining eff ective oversight, 
and rural businesses to thrive 
without compromising safety.

Giff ord’s Sport Store is located 
at 133 Stockton Avenue, Walton. 

Lillian Browne/The Reporter
Dick Gifford, owner of Gifford’s Sport Supply on Stockton Av-
enue, Walton.

Shots Fired: Sporting stores struggle 
post-Ammunition Registration Act

Lillian Browne/The Reporter
.22 caliber shot shell is a big seller, Gifford said, and not once 
has it been reported that it was used in a mass shooting. 

Lillian Browne/The Reporter
Background checks for ammunition sales account for a lot of 
Dick Gifford’s time.
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607-467-2110
Deposit, NY
Email: ayreswelldrilling@gmail.com
Website: ayreswelldrilling.com

water well drilling, pumping system
installations-repairs, well hydrofracking
and rehab, emergency no water service

site development, driveways, septic systems,
land clearing-leveling, utility installation,

foundations and slabs, patio and retaining walls,
drainage, topsoil and hydroseeding

~ Serving Walton and the Surrounding Area for Over 40 Years ~

By Lillian Browne

DELHI - On the heels of a fa-
ther-son hunting excursion, New 
York State Senator Peter Ober-
acker, representing the state’s 
51st Senate District which in-
cludes Delaware County, talked 
about legislation he has authored 
with an eye toward protecting 
New York’s outdoor sporting tra-
ditions for generations to come.

Th e bills include: 
S.870 - which would add a new 

article to the state constitution 
to ensure that the time-honored 
and respected pastimes of hunt-
ing, fi shing, and trapping are rec-
ognized as rights of the people.

Oberacker is a longtime hunter 
and considers himself both an 
outdoorsman and sportsman. He 
started hunting with his grandfa-
ther when he was eight years old 
and began taking his own son 
hunting when he was eight, con-
tinuing the tradition. He now has 
a grandson, who is two years old. 

“A sportsman in training!” he 
laughed. 

He loves the challenge of bow 
hunting for big game, like deer, 
he said. 

“You have to get them (animal) 
within 30 yards. It’s a whole new 
ball of wax,” he said of bow hunt-
ing. 

Oberacker also hunts rabbit 
and turkey. He gets out on the 
river for angling any time he can, 
he said. 

“It’s therapy.” 
He continues a hunting tradi-

tion he has participated in since 
his youth, which includes a pot-
luck dinner at a hunting camp 
he belongs to in Schenevus. Th e 
night before big game opening 
season he and fellow hunting 
club members bring a dish to 
pass - his is white chili; and dur-
ing dinner, they sit and talk about 
previous hunts and experiences 

and what they are looking for-
ward to on opening day.

Th ere are also rites-of-passage 
among club members that Ober-
acker himself participated in. 

“When you miss a shot you 
cut a piece of your shirt tail and 
tack it to the wall,” he said good-
naturedly.

Generally speaking, he be-
lieves people have a negative 
impression of hunting and out-
doorsmanship. It’s something 
he personally endeavors to rec-
tify by educating people about 
the whole experience, not just 
the fi ve-second harvest. It’s an 
exploration and understanding 
of nature, diff erent species of 
trees and underbrush; identifi ca-
tion of buck-rubs or scrapes and 
deer-runs (paths deer frequently 
travel). 

“Its a whole process,” Oberack-
er said, “and there is respect for 
the animal. You don’t haphaz-
ardly take a shot.” 

A profi cient shot with a gun or 
a bow gives respect to the animal 
that just gave up its life for suste-
nance, he said.

S.7674 - which would exempt 
individuals with a pistol per-
mit from the new ammunition 
background check and the fees 
involved. 

“Th ese individuals have al-
ready undergone a signifi cant 
background check and should 
not be required to endure this 
duplicative process,” Oberacker 
said.

“When my colleagues across 
the aisle started to debate the 
new gun laws coming out, this 
was one of these pieces I was ex-

tremely concerned about,” Ober-
acker said. He doesn’t believe 
the new law accomplishes what 
fellow legislators hoped it would, 
he said.

“Th ey don’t understand our 
way of life up here in the rural 
area I represent.” He does not 

believe, he said, that lawmakers 
took the time to educate them-
selves on rural life, which ac-
counts for a large part of New 
York state. Th e law, he contin-
ued, just created another hurdle 
for hunters and shooting sports 
participants - like skeet or clay 
pigeon shooters - to go through 
to get ammunition for their sport.

Th e intent of the law is to track 
ammunition, but it is being used 
as a deterrent for shooting sports 
and hunting. 

“Th e intent was good. Th e re-
sult was negative,” Oberacker 
said of the ammunition back-
ground check law. 

Th e new law is also onerous 
and duplicative for those who al-
ready possess a pistol license. In 
order to obtain a pistol license, 
Oberacker said, an extensive 
background check must be done, 

and in order to keep the license 
there are training and recertifi ca-
tion requirements. 

“Why do we have to go through 
other steps?” he asked. “I would 
like us (state legislature) to go 
back and address this,” Oberack-
er said.

He doesn’t know why state 
lawmakers continue to make the 
same mistakes, he said. 

Much like the SAFE (Secure 
Ammunition and Firearms En-
forcement) Act of 2013 which 
banned magazines (clips) with 
capacities of more than 10 
rounds (making state police offi  -
cers criminals) before an amend-
ment to the law was introduced, 
the Ammunition Registration 
Act was not well thought out and 
didn’t include input from indus-
try stakeholders - sportsmen and 
sporting good stores and police 
who are tasked with enforcing 
provisions of the law without 
infrastructure or personnel in 
place.

“It’s created havoc,” Oberacker 
said. 

He knows of many hunters and 
shooting sport participants who 
have been delayed in the pur-
chase of ammunition. 

“It’s totally unacceptable. Th e 
end does not justify the means,” 
he said. 

His legislation, S.7674, would 
exempt those who have a con-
cealed carry pistol permit from 

a background check to purchase 
ammunition. Oberacker has 
been a licensed pistol owner 
since 1986.

S.73 - which would allow for 
the use of a crossbow during sea-
sons when conventional bows 
are used. Th at legislation, Ober-
acker said, is supported by many 
older hunters who still want to 
enjoy bow hunting but struggle 
with a classic bow due to physi-
cal limitations.

He is also concerned about the 
viability of local businesses. 

“I’ve had local sports shops 
reach out to me and express their 
extreme frustration,” he said. 

Business owners, especially 
those like Marino’s Outdoor 
World in Hancock which borders 
Pennsylvania - a state which does 
not have stringent gun or ammu-
nition laws - are losing custom-
ers to New York border states. 
Th e intent, Oberacker said, was if 
ammunition was controlled, gun 
violence would be controlled. 

“It doesn’t work that way,” he 
said. “People will go where they 
can to get what they want and the 
only ones who are getting hurt 
are local businesses.” 

His goal is to educate his col-
leagues in Albany. His draft bills 
are his priority for the new legis-
lative session that begins in Janu-
ary 2024, he said. Th e bills must 
fi rst make it through committee. 

“Th is is where the real work 
begins,” he said. “Sportsmen and 
sportswomen contribute in sig-
nifi cant ways to our communi-
ties and our economy, as well as 
to the health of our fi sh and game 
populations. I will continue to 
advocate for policies that help 
grow hunting, fi shing, and trap-
ping opportunities,” Oberacker 
said.

“The intent was good, 
the result was negative.” 

NYS SENATOR PETER OBERACKER SAID 
OF THE STATE’S AMMUNITION BACKGROUND CHECKS

contributed photo
New York Senator Peter Oberacker is an avid outdoorsman and sportsman.

contributed photo
New York Senator Peter Ober-
acker on a recent hunt. 

Education and Advocacy: 
DelCo’s sportsman senator aims to educate Albany

John Nichols CPCU, LUTCF, ARe, CISR

121 Delaware St., Walton
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pcinsurance@frontiernet.net

Nichols Pond Ins. Agency

Sales • Service
Parts

Accessories

MOTORCYCLES • SCOOTERS
ATVs • SNOWMOBILES

607-432-8077 • RT. 23, ONEONTA, NY
www.oneontamotorsports.net

Factory Trained Technicians
Fast Professional Service For Most Makes And Models

N.Y.S. INSPECTION STATION • REGISTERED REPAIR SHOP



31November 16, 2023 THE REPORTER - HUNTING GUIDE 

Franklin
387 Center St.
607-829-2600

WhitesFarmSupply.com

Waterville
962 Route 12
315-841-4181

Canastota
4154 Route 31
315-697-2214

Lowville
8207 Route 26
315-376-0300

Schaghticoke
1205 Route 40
518-753-2237

MCDOWELL & WALKER INC.
4 Depot St., Delhi • 607-746-6601

www.mcdowellwalker.com  Mon.-Fri. 8-5   Visit us on Facebook

Celebrating Over 60 Years As A Family Owned Business

contributed photo
Zachary McNeilly shot this 9-point, heavy-horned buck in 
Franklin, with a crossbow Sept. 22. He grunted it in to 20 
yards after he saw him chasing a doe.

Heavy-horned buck

By passing up shots on yearling bucks, hunters improve their odds 
of seeing older-age, larger bucks in the years to come. Th ough antlers 
can be helpful to distinguish young bucks, sometimes antlers can be 
misleading. Body characteristics are also important. Here are some 
ways to distinguish between yearling bucks and adult bucks:

Antlerless deer – doe or fawn
It can be diffi  cult to distinguish adult does from fawn deer, particu-

larly late in the season or anytime if the deer are alone. Th ough fawns 
provide excellent table fare, some hunters prefer to target adult deer. 
Taking adult female deer contributes to management objectives, and 
passing buck fawns may allow some of them to be available later as 
antlered bucks. By learning the diff erences between does and fawns, 
hunters can make more informed harvest choices. 

How old is that deer?
Antlered bucks – yearling or older

Ingredients
For the Venison Steak:

2 venison steaks (loin or backstrap)
2 tablespoons olive oil
Salt and freshly ground black pepper to taste

For the Red Wine Sauce:
½   cup red wine (such as Merlot or Cabernet Sauvignon)
½   cup beef broth
2 cloves garlic, minced
1 shallot, fi nely chopped
1 tablespoon butter
1 tablespoon fresh thyme leaves (or 1/2 teaspoon dried thyme)
Salt and freshly ground black pepper to taste

Instructions:
Prep the Venison Steak: Take 

the venison steaks out of the 
refrigerator and let them come 
to room temperature for about 
30 minutes. Th is helps ensure 
even cooking.

Season the steaks generously 
with salt and freshly ground 
black pepper on both sides.

Make the Red Wine Sauce: 
In a saucepan, melt the but-
ter over medium heat. Add the 
minced garlic and chopped 
shallot and sauté for a few min-
utes until they are soft and fra-
grant.

Pour in the red wine and 
beef broth, and bring the mix-
ture to a simmer. Let it simmer 
for about 10-15 minutes, or un-

til it reduces and 
thickens. Stir oc-
casionally.

Add the fresh 
thyme leaves (or 
dried thyme) and sea-
son the sauce with salt 
and pepper to taste. 
Keep it warm on low 
heat while you cook the 
venison steaks.

Pan-Sear the Venison 
Steaks: Heat the olive 
oil in a skillet or frying 
pan over medium-high 
heat until it’s hot but not 
smoking.

Place the venison steaks in 
the hot skillet and sear for 2-3 
minutes on each side for me-

Pan-Seared Venison Steak 
with Red Wine Sauce

dium-rare, or adjust the time 
to your desired level of done-
ness. Keep in mind that venison 
cooks quickly and is best when 
not overcooked.

Rest the Steaks: Remove the 
venison steaks from the pan 
and let them rest for a few min-
utes on a cutting board. Th is al-
lows the juices to redistribute 
and keeps the meat tender.

Serve: Slice the venison 
steaks against the grain and ar-
range them on plates. Drizzle 

the red wine sauce over the 
top.

Th is recipe showcases the 
rich, earthy fl avors of veni-

son and pairs them beautiful-
ly with a red wine sauce. You 

can serve the venison 
steaks with your 
choice of side dish-
es, such as roasted 
vegetables, mashed 
potatoes, or a green 
salad. Enjoy your 
venison prepared 
with this classic and 
delicious method!

Leftover Deer Management 
Permits (DMPs), or antlerless 
deer tags, become available for 
certain Wildlife Management 
Units (WMUs) beginning Nov. 1. 
Th is year, leftover DMPs are avail-
able for the following WMUs:

1C, 3M, 3R, 3S, 4J, 4T, 6G, 6P, 7F, 
7H, 7J, 7R, 8A, 8C, 8F, 8G, 8H, 8J, 
8M, 8N, 8R, 8S, 9A, 9F, & 9G

You can apply for and receive 
up to two additional leftover 
DMPs through your local hunt-
ing license issuing outlet. DEC 
will not accept applications over 
the phone, by mail, or online.

Leftover DMPs are issued on 

a fi rst-come / fi rst-serve basis. 
If you apply for leftover DMPs it 
will not aff ect your preference 
points.

DEC adjusts the number of 
DMPs available to hunters in 
each wildlife management unit 
to ensure deer populations re-
main in balance with available 
habitat and do not exceed levels 
of public acceptance that can 
lead to increased crop damage, 
deer-vehicle collisions, and other 
deer-related impacts. Do your 
part to steward New York’s deer 
herd by fi lling at least one DMP 
this season.photo courtesy of John Lehmann

Leftover deer permits available 

Good Supply of Ammo & Guns
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Over 100
Handguns
In Stock

specializing in:
• All Outdoor Hunting
& Reloading Supplies

THE LOWEST PRICES IN TOWN ON
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607-432-6452
Route 23, Southside, Oneonta

Open MOn-Fri 10 aM-6 pM; Sat 10 aM-5 pM
and thru deceMber 31St • SundayS 10 aM-1 pM

OD137119
A SERENE OASIS

Surround yourself with Mother Nature.
A beautiful home w/many upgrades.

Full basement, separate garage and 10+/- acres.

$349,900
Richard Koppenaal 607-437-2380 Cell

R1487923
COUNTRY ROADS

Lead to this Spacious 3BR/2.5BA, Custom Ranch
Home. Enjoy 30 ACRES, the 24x36 BARN, 3

fenced-in paddocks & round pen!

$349,900
Beth O’Brien 607-434-1319 Cell

R1505643
BRING YOUR HORSES!

35 majestic acres, spring-fed POND. 30X45 HORSE
BARN w/5 stalls. Borders Pine Hill State Forest. A
modular home on a full basement w/3BR, 1BA.

$280,000
Lorraine Keckeisen 607-437-4274 Cell

R1496815
SIMPLE LIVING

In this small 3BR/1BA home in the Hamlet of
Corbett. Great Starter Home on half acre+. Nearby
is the river for those who like to kayak/and or fish.

$114,000
Beth O’Brien 607-434-1319 Cell

R1487906
UNIQUE HOME

This is a must-see, 3BR, 2BA home.
Situated on 6 acres w/4 horse stall barn and

a small pond. Mountain views.

$440,000
Beth O’Brien 607-434-1319 Cell

R1508163
LOW TAX AREA

4BD/3BA. Add your own finishing touches. New
METAL ROOF. Nearby is the East Branch Delaware
River for your recreational fun or an avid fisherman.

$114,000
Beth O’Brien 607-434-1319 Cell

Real Estate Moves Us!
Let us help move you too!

howardhanna.com

39 Main Street, Sidney, NY 13838 / 607-563-1020

MUNSON’S
B U I L D I N G S U P P L Y

Steve Munson • Mike Munson • Bob Goble

5662 St. Hwy. 7
Oneonta, NY 13820

607-432-8756
email: munsonsbldg@gmail.com

Just
Opened

!

607-

230-4004
226 Main St.
Franklin, NY

Open Mon-Wed 11-7; Thurs-Sun 11-8

Venison kabobs are a delicious and savory way to enjoy lean 
and tender venison meat. Here’s a recipe to make venison ka-
bobs with a fl avorful marinade:

Ingredients:
For the Marinade:

¼   cup olive oil
¼   cup soy sauce
2 tablespoons Worcestershire sauce
2 tablespoons red wine vinegar
2 cloves garlic, minced
1 teaspoon dried rosemary (or 1 tablespoon fresh, chopped)
1 teaspoon dried thyme (or 1 tablespoon fresh, chopped)
½   teaspoon black pepper

For the Kabobs:
1.5 pounds of venison, cut into 1-inch cubes
Bell peppers, onions, and other vegetables of your choice, cut 

into 1-inch pieces
Wooden or metal skewers (if using wooden skewers, soak 

them in water for about 30 minutes before using to prevent 
burning)

Instructions:
Marinate the Venison: In 

a bowl, whisk together the 
olive oil, soy sauce, Worces-
tershire sauce, red wine vin-
egar, minced garlic, rosemary, 
thyme, and black pepper. Th is 
will be your marinade.

Prepare the Venison: Place 
the cubed venison in a reseal-
able plastic bag or a shallow 
dish. Pour the marinade over 
the venison, ensuring it’s well-
coated. Seal the bag or cover 
the dish and refrigerate for at 
least 2 hours, or ideally over-
night for the best fl avor.

Prepare the Vegetables: 
While the venison is marinat-
ing, cut the bell peppers, on-
ions, and any other vegetables 
you prefer into 1-inch pieces. 
You can use a variety of col-
orful vegetables to add fl avor 
and vibrancy to your kabobs.

Assemble the Kabobs: Pre-
heat your grill to medium-
high heat. If you’re using 
wooden skewers, make sure to 
soak them in water for about 
30 minutes before assembling 
your kabobs to prevent them 
from burning on the grill.

Th read the marinated veni-
son cubes and the prepared 
vegetables alternately onto the 
skewers, leaving a little space 
between each piece to ensure 
even cooking.

Grill the Kabobs: Place the 

kabobs on the preheated grill 
and cook for about 8-10 min-
utes, turning occasionally to 
ensure all sides are cooked 
evenly. Th e exact cooking time 
may vary depending on the 
thickness of the venison and 
your preferred level of done-
ness. Venison is best when 
cooked to medium-rare or 
medium to maintain its ten-
derness.

Serve and Enjoy: Once the 
venison is cooked to your lik-
ing and the vegetables are 
tender with a slight char, re-
move the kabobs from the 
grill. Serve them hot with your 
choice of side dishes, such as 
rice, a fresh salad, or a dipping 
sauce.

Th ese venison kabobs are 
not only delicious but also a 
healthy and protein-rich op-
tion. Th e marinade adds a 
fl avorful touch to the lean 
venison meat, making it a de-
lightful dish for any outdoor 
gathering or family meal.

Venison Kabobs

Environmentally friendly hunting
Fall is here and that means 

hunting and trapping seasons 
are open for deer, turkey and 
other game. Whether you are in 
the fi eld or your kitchen, here are 
some tips to hunt, cook and eat 
sustainably from New York State 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC).

Seasons
Hunters help to reduce the 

number of over-abundant deer 
in New York state. Make sure 
you know the hunting and trap-
ping seasons and regulations in 
your area. Th is will promote an 
eco-system balance and safety 
in your game food acquisition. 
Remember, seasons and regula-
tions are set for a reason - keep-
ing our environment in mind. 
Find information on hunting 
seasons and regulations at dec.
ny.gov/outdoor/65231.html  or 
dec.ny.gov/outdoor/28182.html  
and trapping by visiting dec.
ny.gov/outdoor/45551.html 

Cooking
By choosing to eat wild game 

meat, you make the healthy 

choice to eat meat from an ani-
mal that was free range, con-
sumed a natural diet, and was 
never treated with hormones or 
antibiotics. You are also taking 
an active role in acknowledging 
where your food comes from.

To make the most of your 
game harvests, learn a variety of 
recipes from jerky to meatballs 
to crock pot stews. Check for fall 
hunting sustainable recipes at 
dec.ny.gov/docs/administra-
tion_pdf/lglfallgamerecipes.pdf  

Consider marinating your 
game meat to further promote 
tenderness and reduce “gamey” 
fl avor. Properly prepared deer, 
turkey, and other game are both 
good to eat and good for you. 
Th ese protein sources are low in 
fat and can be an integral part of 
a healthy diet.

Compost
Make compostable items part 

of your menu, including veg-
etables like carrots, potatoes, 
tomatoes, and more. Compost-
ing organic materials such as 
yard trimmings and food scraps 

reduces the amount of waste 
that ends up in landfi lls or com-
bustion facilities. Preventing 
organics from landfi lls reduces 
the production of methane, a 
power greenhouse gas. For good 
composting, the bacteria and 
fungi that do most of the work 
must have four things to thrive, 
which are captured in this simple 
rhyme: “making compost takes 
some care; add greens, browns, 
water and air.” Learn more about 
home composting in your yard 
or an indoor environment at dec.
ny.gov/chemical/8799.html 

Fill your freezer
Hunt to fi ll your freezer to save 

money on meat and reduce wor-
ry about supply chain shortages 
at the grocery store. Th is will also 
result in little or no packaging 
waste.

Donate
If you have too much meat, 

there are ways to share with those 
in need. DEC partners with the 
Venison Donation Coalition and 
Feeding New York State (feeding-
nys.org ) to help provide food for 
those in need. Th rough a coop-
erative relationship involving the 
New York State Department of 
Health, non-profi t organizations 
like Feeding New York State’s 
regional food banks and deer 
processors, hunters contribute 
nearly 40 tons of venison each 
year to needy families across the 
state. Learn about venison dona-
tion programs in your area at dec.
ny.gov/outdoor/8351.html 

For extra tips on how to be a 
friend of the environment visit 
dec.ny.gov/public/337.html 

Where to purchase a hunting license
Th e following is a listing of local license issuing 

agents and their locations as provided by the New 
York State Department of Environmental Conser-
vation website.

Town of Andes
115 Delaware Ave., Andes
845-676-4791
Town of Davenport
11790 St. Hwy 23, Davenport Center
607-278-5600
Town of Delhi
5 Elm Street, Delhi
607-746-3737       
Town of Franklin
554 Main Street, Franklin
607-829-3440
Town of Hamden
20 Covert Hollow Road, Hamden
607-746-6660
Town of Harpersfi eld
25399 State Highway 23, Harpersfi eld
607-652-5060       
Town of Kortright
State Route 10 Box D-6, Bloomville
607-538-9313
Town of Masonville
1890 St Hwy 206, Masonville
607-265-3537       
Town of Otego
3526 State Highway 7, Otego
607-988-2698
Town of Roxbury
56 Hillcrest Drive, Roxbury
607-326-7641
Town of Sidney
44 Grand Street, Suite 1, Sidney
607-561-2334
Town of Stamford
101 Maple Avenue, Hobart
607-538-9421
Town of Walton
129 North Street, Walton
607-865-5766

Laurel Bank Motel
1 Oak Street, Deposit
607-467-2427
Town of Sanford
91 Second Street, Deposit
607-467-3214
Al’s Sport Shop
6964 River Road, Downsville
607-363-7740
Ray’s Sport Shop
46046 State Highway 28, Fleischmanns
845-706-3804
George’s Gun Shop
1368 Jump Brook Road, Grand Gorge
607-588-7653
Joe’s Sports Center Inc.
34603 State Hwy 23, Grand Gorge
607-652-3459
Marino Firearms Inc.
95 East Front Street, Hancock
607-637-3573
Nu-Way Concrete Equipment Sales Inc.
150 Faulkner Road, Hancock
607-467-5525
Northhill Outdoors
916 Main St, Margaretville
845-586-3006
Dick’s Sporting Goods #1085
5006 State Highway 23 Suite 1c, Oneonta
607-432-0203
Sportsman Adventures
114 Southside Drive, Oneonta
607-432-0678
Wal-Mart Stores Inc. 002157
5054 State Highway 23, Oneonta
607-431-9557
Brothers In Arms - GIV
48 Stewart Avenue, Roscoe
607-290-4227
Giff ord’s Sports Supply, Inc.
133 Stockton Avenue, Walton
607-865-4427
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44 West Street
Walton, NY 13856
(607) 865-5864
www.rrwlumber.com

More than just a Lumberyard...

Share the woods safely this season
Be seen, stay safe, and show respect 

during fall and winter hunting seasons
Th e New York State Depart-

ment of Environmental Con-
servation (DEC) encourages 
outdoor enthusiasts to respect-
fully share the woods and follow 
safety precautions this fall and 
winter. Hikers, nature photogra-
phers, leaf peepers, and moun-
tain bikers are encouraged to 
follow safety measures while 
hunters and trappers are afi eld. 
Regular big game hunting season 
in the Northern Zone began Oct. 
21 and closes Dec. 3. Bowhunt-
ing season for deer and bear is 
ongoing in the Southern Zone 
and ends at the beginning of the 
regular fi rearms season - Nov. 18.

Tips for hikers and hunters 
venturing afi eld this fall include:

• Tell someone intended desti-
nations and return times. If plans 
change, notify them;

• Dress for the weather; ac-
count for both location and el-
evation changes;

• Become familiar with 
planned hiking trails or hunting 
areas;

• Wear bright clothing; blaze 
orange or blaze pink. Bright col-
ors allow hikers and hunters to 
be seen more easily and from far-
ther away; and,

• Pack the 10 Essentials, espe-
cially a light source, map, and 
fi rst aid kit.

For more tips on sharing the 
woods this fall, check out this 
DEC video: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=jEndeX0p1KU 

While hunting-related shoot-
ing incidents involving non-
hunters are extremely rare, DEC 
encourages all outdoor adven-
turers to be aware of the pres-
ence of others enjoying New 
York’s natural resources. Hikers 
should be aware they may meet 
hunters bearing fi rearms or ar-
chery equipment while hiking 
on trails. Hunters are fellow out-
door recreationists and hunting 
is permitted on Forest Preserve 
and Conservation Easement 

lands. Hunters should likewise 
recognize they may encounter 
hikers and others enjoying the 
outdoors.

Hunting is among the most 
popular forms of wildlife rec-
reation in the state, drawing an 
estimated 600,000 New Yorkers. 
Hunting is safe and economi-
cally important, helping to man-
age wildlife populations and 
promote family traditions while 
fostering an understanding and 
respect for the environment.

Hunters looking for solitude 
can minimize the disturbance 
associated with other forms of 
recreation by following a few 
tips. Before a season opens, 
when hunters are scouting for 
the perfect spot or stand loca-
tion, take the time to check if the 
planned location is a popular 
one. Avoid crowding other hunt-
ers and recognize that if a hunt-
ing location is near a popular 
hiking spot, noise can be a factor. 
If a preferred hunting spot is too 
crowded, identify an alternative 
location ahead of time.

When adventuring with a 
pet, make sure to keep them on 

a leash. Loose pets can cause 
problems with other recreators 
and can get into trouble with wild 
animals. Also, to make pets more 
identifi able in the woods, give 
them a brightly colored collar, 
leash or other covering. 

DEC maintains hiking trails 
and permits hunting in many ar-
eas of forest preserve lands in the 
Adirondack and Catskill Parks, 
as well as in state forests, wildlife 
management areas, and unique 
areas. Find a place by visiting 
www.dec.ny.gov , checking out 
DECinfo Locator, or download-
ing the HuntFishNY Wildlife App. 
Many trails are also accessible to 
people with disabilities. 

Chronic Wasting Disease
Hunters are critical to protect-

ing New York deer and moose 
from Chronic Wasting Disease 
(CWD). CWD is an untreatable, 
fatal disease of the brain and ner-
vous system disease caused by a 
misfolded protein called a prion 
that is spread in deer tissues, 
saliva, urine, and feces. Hunt-
ers can bring CWD prions into 
to New York without realizing 
it. To protect deer, do not bring 
hunter-killed deer, elk, moose, or 
caribou carcasses into New York 
from other states and do not use 
deer urine-based lures. 

DEC reminds hunters of the 
importance of reporting their 
harvest. Harvest reporting is crit-
ical to wildlife management, and 
hunters are required to report 
their harvest of deer, bear, and 
turkey within seven days of tak-
ing the animal. Hunters may still 
use the phone report system, but 
the online and mobile systems 
are fast, convenient, and easy for 
hunters to accurately enter infor-
mation. 

For more information on har-
vest reporting: www.dec.ny.gov/
outdoor/8316.html 

For more information on 
CWD: www.dec.ny.gov/ani-
mals/7191.html 

Two deer hunters climbed into 
their tree stands this fall.

One of the hunters was wear-
ing a full-body harness and had 
a tether strap that attached their 
harness to the tree. While adjust-
ing their position, this hunter 
slipped and fell out of the stand. 
Th e harness and strap held, and 
this hunter suff ered only mi-
nor injuries. Th e proper use of 
a full-body harness and staying 
connected to the tree at all times 
likely prevented major injuries or 
death. 

Th e second hunter was also 
wearing a full-body harness 
but was not attached to a life-
line while climbing into their 
stand. Th is hunter slipped on 
metal steps while ascending and 
fell 15 feet to the ground. Th is 
hunter is lucky to be alive but 
suff ered major injuries including 
broken and fractured bones.

Moral of the story:
Wear and properly use a fall-ar-

rest system (FAS). A FAS will keep 
you attached to the tree from the 
time you leave the ground until 
you get back down. A harness 
alone does not protect you if it 
isn’t attached the tree the entire 
time you are off  the ground.   

Let someone know where your 

stand is located and when you 
plan to be home.

Use a haul line to raise your un-
loaded gun, cocked crossbow, or 
bow with quiver up to the stand. 
Never tie the haul line to the trig-
ger guard.

Carry emergency equipment, 
such as a knife, cell phone, fl ash-
light, and whistle in your pock-
ets at all times - not in your pack 
hanging in the tree.

contributed
Hunter in tree stand with fall-
arrest system and all other 
safety tools equipped

Treestand Tale of 
Two Hunters

Appliance Sales & Service
• Kitchen & Bath Design
and Cabinetry • Flooring

~Serving a 50Mile Radius from Sidney~
607-563-1434

89 Main Street
Sidney, NY 13838

www.vepappliance.com

VEP / WALDRON’S

Take it, tag it, report it!
DEC reminds New York hunt-

ers of the importance 
of reporting their har-
vest. Harvest report-
ing is critical to wildlife 
management, and hunt-
ers are required to report 
their harvest of deer, bear 
and turkey within seven 
days of taking the animal.

Th e easiest way to report is 
via DEC’s HuntFishNY mobile 
app. Th rough this app, hunters, 
anglers and trappers can access 
an electronic version of their li-

censes and privileges, and report 
the harvest of deer, bear, and tur-
key quickly while afi eld on their 

mobile device. Hunters may 
still use the phone 

report system, but 
online and mo-
bile systems are 

faster, more 
c o n v e n i e n t , 
and easier for 

hunters to 
accurately 
enter infor-
mation.

Ingredients
6 thick slices bacon
2 (¾   pound) venison tenderloin roasts
2 teaspoons olive oil, divided
¼ teaspoon onion powder, divided
kosher salt and ground black pepper to taste
2 tablespoons butter
1 (8 ounce) package sliced cremini mushrooms
2 cloves garlic, chopped
1 tablespoon chopped green onion, or more to taste
½ cup heavy whipping cream, or more to taste

Directions
Preheat oven to 375 degrees. 

Arrange bacon slices on a slot-
ted baking pan. Bake bacon in 
the preheated oven until par-
tially cooked but still fl exible, 

6 to 8 minutes. Brush venison 
tenderloins with olive oil and 
season with onion powder, salt, 
and black pepper. Place ten-
derloin roasts side by side and 

wrap them together in strips of 
partially cooked bacon. Place 
into a roasting pan.

Roast in the preheated oven 
until bacon is browned and an 
instant-read meat thermom-
eter inserted into the thickest 
part of a tenderloin reads at 
least 145 degrees, about one 
hour.

Heat butter in a saucepan 
over medium heat. Add mush-
rooms and garlic; cook and stir 
until mushrooms are soft, 8 to 
10 minutes. Stir in green onion. 
Stir in cream and cook, stirring 
often, until heated through. 
Serve sauce with tenderloins.

Bacon-wrapped venison tenderloin 
with garlic cream sauce
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CentralBoiler.com
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VIDEO: How It Works
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Explore > How it Works

*
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U P T O
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$
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McAdams Lawn Mower, Inc.
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Now Caaarryiiing

By Lillian Browne

SIDNEY CENTER - In her 
thought-provoking, medita-
tive art, Jody Isaacson of Sidney 
Center exhibits her artist vision 
through a deep connection with 
nature. As part of a recent solo 
show, “Shhh,” at KIPNZ Art Gal-
lery in Walton, Isaacson show-
cased deer stands, something 
near and dear to her - and big 
game, deer and bear, hunters, 
too.

Tree stands - commonly re-
ferred to as “deer stands,” are 
open or closed platforms, se-

cured to trees to elevate the hunt-
er and give them a better vantage 
point. Isaacson is on a continual 
hunt for a better vantage point, 
too; and uses the stand her son 
Turner put up for her in a similar, 
yet diff erent, way than big game 
hunters use them.

Like hunters, she seeks clarity 
and a diff erent perspective. She 
gets those things from atop her 
platform in an aged Douglas fi r 
which stands sentinel, devoid of 
its greenery, an outlier in a ma-
ture grove on her forested prop-
erty. 

“When I climb up here, I think 
‘seek beauty, be still,” Isaacson 
said.

Something hunters also strive 
for.

Quietness and stillness are re-
quired while hunting. Th e same 
applies to Isaacson’s deer stand 
mediations, which in turn fuel 
her art.

She spends a lot of time in 
the woods and has been photo-
graphing deer stands as part of 
a series of 15 she is working on. 
Th ough there are new high-tech 
models available, many of the 
stands she sees are unused with 
frayed and ragged tarps. She 
loves the spooky views. 

“Th ey’re creepy and gothic,” 
she said.  

In addition to ceramics, photo-
graphs, wood sculpture and wax 
work - Isaacson is a printmaker, 
and works with long scrolls. It was 
from that skill set that she prints 
the images of the deer stands and 
reassembles them into true-to-
size one dimensional art pieces.

She had never seen a deer 
stand before moving to Delaware 
County from Seattle, she said. 

Her work is infused with the 
materials and textures of nature 
and quietly insists on the hand of 
humans. Th rough her work, she 
continually poses the question, 
“How does a human - with all of 
their suff ering, humor, weakness 
- integrate with the natural world 
without overcoming it, or being 
overcome?” 

Th rough patterning and rep-
etition, she seeks to “trace the 
marks of the lives among us - 
ones who have come before and 
the energies we inherit in the 
trails they’ve left.”

While sitting in her deer stand, 
she contemplates what she 
might be resisting and getting a 
diff erent perspective. It’s an invi-
tation to open herself up to what-
ever happens next, without resis-
tance. Her deer stand has helped 
her cope with a huge loss - that of 
her son and other losses. 

“My work has been about loss 
for many, many years,” she said. 

Hunting is about life and 

Lillian Browne/The Reporter
Deer stands are a focal point of Jody Isaacson’s art.

Elevated view: deer stands as art 

Lillian Browne/The Reporter
Her son put a tree/deer stand up for her, Jody Isaacson said, 
which she uses meditatively, and for inspiration.

Lillian Browne/The Reporter
Nature informs her art, Jody 
Isaacson said, at her home in 
Sidney Center.

Lillian Browne/The Reporter
She is inspired to create ceramics, sculpture and other expres-
sions of art by the nature around her, Jody Isaacson said.

continued on page 35
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HUNT I NG
F O R  A  P A R C E L  O F  L A N D ?
TA K E  A  L O O K  AT  A  F E W  O F  O U R  L I S T I N G S

Lillian Browne/The Reporter
Jody Isaacson next to ‘Deer Stand 1’ exhibited as part of her 
solo show at KIPNZ Art Gallery in Walton, earlier this month.

Stats: 2022 deer harvest
New York hunters harvested more than 231,000 deer

Hunters in New York harvested 
an estimated 231,961 deer dur-
ing the 2022 hunting seasons, 
a 10% increase from 2021, New 
York State Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation (DEC) 
Commissioner Basil Seggos an-
nounced.

Th e 2022-23 estimated deer 
take included 116,425 antlered 
bucks and 115,536 antlerless 
deer. Statewide, this represents 
a 5% increase in antlered buck 
harvest and a 15% increase in 
antlerless deer harvest from last 
season. 

Epizootic Hemorrhagic Dis-
ease (EHD) aff ected areas of 
the Hudson Valley and eastern 
shores of Lake Ontario in 2020 
and 2021, resulting in reduced 
deer hunting success in these 
areas. Increases in buck harvest, 
which DEC tracks as an index of 
deer population abundance dur-
ing the 2022-23 seasons indicate 
that deer populations in aff ected 
areas are recovering.

Hunters also took greater ad-
vantage of several new deer hunt-
ing opportunities established in 
2021. More than 2,000 antlerless 
deer were taken during the mid-
September antlerless-only sea-
son. Th is is a 9% increase from 
2021. Th is season was estab-
lished to increase harvest of ant-
lerless deer in wildlife manage-

ment units (WMUs) where deer 
populations need to be reduced 
based on DEC’s deer population 
objectives.

Nearly 2,300 deer, a 38% in-
crease from 2021, were har-
vested by youth hunters dur-
ing the Youth Hunt Weekend. 
Th e increase was due in part 
to increased success of 12- and 
13-year old hunters participat-
ing in the second year of a pilot 
program established by the state 
legislature that allows hunters 
aged 12 to 13 to hunt deer with a 
fi rearm.

Lastly, Southern Zone hunt-
ers expanded their participation 
in the Holiday Deer Hunt, a sec-
ond portion of the late bow and 
muzzleloader season that spans 
from Dec. 26 to Jan. 1, designed 
to provide additional hunting 
opportunity when students are 
on school break and families are 
gathered for the holidays. Nearly 
4,000 deer, representing an 11% 
increase from 2021, were har-
vested during the 2021-22 Holi-
day Hunt. Young hunters also 
reported taking more deer dur-
ing the Holiday Deer Hunt than 
during the traditional portion of 
the late bow and muzzleloader 
season.

Across the state, hunters con-
tinued to voluntarily pass up 
young bucks, and about 64% 

of the antlered bucks harvest-
ed were 2.5 years old or older. 
DEC’s Let Young Bucks Go and 
Watch Th em Grow educational 
campaign promotes individual 
choice and voluntary restraint 
to shift the age composition of 
bucks harvested in New York 
state towards older age classes, 
while still providing hunters the 
freedom to harvest any buck 
they desire. Since the campaign’s 
implementation, DEC has docu-
mented a steady increase in the 
proportion of bucks harvested by 
hunters that are 2.5 years old or 
older.

Notable Numbers
• 16.6 and 0.6 - number of deer 

taken per square mile in the units 
with the highest (WMU 8R) and 
lowest (WMU 5F) harvest den-
sity.

• 64% - portion of the adult 
buck harvest that was 2.5 years 
or older statewide, up from 45% 
a decade ago, and 30% in the 
1990s.

• 46.4% - portion of success-
ful deer hunters that reported 
harvest as required by law. Th is 
is below the fi ve-year average of 
49.3%.

• 13,568 - number of hunter-
harvested deer checked by DEC 
staff  in 2022 to determine hunter 
reporting rate and collect bio-
logical data (e.g., age, sex, antler 
characteristics).

• 2,727 - deer tested for Chronic 
Wasting Disease (CWD) in 2022-
23; none tested positive. DEC has 
tested 63,012 deer for CWD since 
2002.

Deer harvest data are gathered 
from two main sources - harvest 
reports required of all successful 
hunters, and DEC’s examination 
of harvested deer at meat proces-
sors and check stations across 
the state. Harvest estimates are 
made by cross-referencing these 
two data sources and calculating 
the total harvest from the report-
ing rate for each zone and tag 
type. 

death, she said. 
“Th e death, life, death cycle 

- however you want to view it,” 
Isaacson said. 

Her art, she said, is honest and 
the art project has reminded her 
that there is joy in death because 
there is something that comes 

after.
Isaacson encourages viewers 

to perceive the stands as more 
than hunting equipment; she in-
vites them to explore the dual na-
ture of our relationship with the 
wilderness.

For more about Isaacson and 
her art visit jodyisaacson.com 

continued from page 34
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Exp. 12/31/23.  |  Omaha Steaks, Inc.
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Get 8 FREE Burgers

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
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88    FREEFREE PureGround™ Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
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Winter is coming - what are bears up to? 
Late in the fall months, bears 

are in the final stretch of hyper-
phagia or excessive eating, to en-
sure they have enough fat stored 
for the fast-approaching winter 
months. Some bears will search 

for food up to 20 hours a day. 
In years where food sources are 
less abundant bears have been 
known to den-up as early as 
late October. During especially 
mild winters, bears may not for-

mally den and will remain active 
throughout the winter if food 
sources like acorns or beechnuts 
are available. Typically bears will 
begin denning starting in No-
vember and through December.

Bear dens can be as simple as 
a depression on the forest floor, 
but typically are small cavities in 
trees or under brush piles. In New 
York, bears have been known to 
den under residential porches or 

other outbuildings. Den sites are 

typically dry and afford protec-

tion from the elements during 

the long winter season.


